330

nation of excess, saying that it is unseemly to be uproarious
at a feast, and that piggishness is unbecoming in a man.

He then proceeds to tell how wine was discovered. There
are, he says, many traditions on the subject, l but he chooses
the following. There was in ancient times a great Arab chief
who was one day sitting with his companions within the
enclosure of his palace. Here a pigeon had made her nest,
which was now filled with her little ones. The chief, looking
up, observed a serpent making for the pigeon, which was
vainly trying to beat him back. Pitying the poor bird, the
chief cut a shoot from a tree, fastened a string to it (and in
so doing fashioned the first bow, archery having been unknown
till then), and with this shot and killed the serpent, to the
intense delight of the pigeon, which turned somersaults in the
air for joy.2 But soon afterwards she disappeared, to return
in a few days bearing in her bill some seeds which she laid
before the chief. He, realizing these to be the bird's thank-
offering for his assistance, ordered them to be planted and
carefully tended. By and bye the vine-shoots appeared, and
in due time the grapes also. These were collected and pressed,
and the juice kept that its qualities might become known.
After a while the chief, anxious to discover something about
these, induced some sick men, who cared not whether they
lived or died, to drink of the juice that they might see what
would happen. All the sick men recovered, and, in answer

over-much wine on men of the four different temperaments, that is, in whose
temperament one or other of the four humours (see vol. I, p. 301, n. i) pre-
dominated. Thus the 'choleiic,' i. e. he in whose tempeiament 'choler' was
predominant, became 'lion-drunk' when he had taken too much 5 the 'phleg-
matic' became 'sheep-drunk'; the 'sanguine,' 'ape-drunk'; and the 'melancholic,'
'sow-diunk.' In this case the lion was taken to represent coinage; the ape,
cunning; the sheep, good-temper; and the sow, bestiality.

1  Such  as  that connecting  its  discovery  with Jem  01  Jemshid, the semi-
mythical king of ancient Persia.

2  Alluding to the movements of the turnblei -pigeon when flying.